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as soon as he received his order of dismissal he at once
started back via Hyderabad for Masulipatam. Shah
Nawaz sent off a body of troops to intercept him, but
the Mahratta general, who wished to gain Bussy over
to himself, sent an escort of Mahratta cavalry to protect
him. This enabled Bussy to cross the Krishtna river,
just before a flood came down, which detained the Nizam's
troops and enabled him to reach Hyderabad some fifteen
days before they did. The Mahratta overtures Bussy
refused. He dismissed the escort that was sent to protect
him, with presents and compliments but said that he
still regarded the Nizam as his master and should proceed
to Hyderabad to await his further orders.

Arrived at Hyderabad Bussy established himself and
his force which consisted of 200 European cavalry and
5,000 sepoys, on the north side of the River Musi, in an
old palace known as Char Mahal,* and sent off an
urgent message to Masulipatam for reinforcements.
The flooded condition of the rivers delayed for several
days the approach of the Nizam's army. When at last
the main body appeared, Bussy had to undergo a regular
siege. His sepoys gradually deserted him, and he was
left with his Europeans only.

Bussy's appeal for help had been promptly attended
to, and M. Law was despatched from Masulipatam
with 160 Europeans, 700 sepoys and 5 guns on the
16th July, 1756, and his force was strengthened on the
way by further reinforcements. Until within 15 miles
of Hyderabad the relieving force met with little or no
opposition, but here, on arriving at some hilly and
difficult country, they found a large portion of the

* This must not be confused with the Chow Mahal where the Nizam now
resides. This palace is in the city and the quarters occupied by Bussy were
separated from the city by the River Musi.